Tips for writing better IB essays:
1. Refer to the question and make all points relevant.

2. Link points together into a unified, coherent whole.

3. Remember your focus is on the text(s) and always keep answers rooted in the literature.

4. Be analytical and not descriptive - What is the significance of? Why is it important? What does it add to our understanding? What is the author trying to do?

5. Use terminology. A good idea is to highlight technical words (everything from abstract noun to narrative perspective to stichomythia) to give yourselves a visual idea of how much terminology you are using. 

6. Discuss the effects of the language in any quotations you use. This kind of close language analysis is vital. 

7. BE PRECISE -don’t make factual or interpretation errors. 

8. BE CONCISE - don’t waffle.

9. Edit. 

Editing Checklist:


Technical Accuracy

1. Graphology: Paragraphs of appropriate length, Sentence lengths, Appropriate spacing, etc.

2. Spelling, Punctuation, Verb Agreement, Word Order, Correct Vocabulary, Clarity of Expression etc.

3. Word Length: Does it need to be extended/edited? 


Quality Control

1. Opening: engages the reader? First sentence = punchy and powerful? Clear and Precise? 
2. Overall argument: Clear perspective and logical argument? 

3. Points covered - Engaging? Logical? Meaningful?
4. Vocabulary - Is it appropriate? Interesting? Descriptive? Technical?
5. Quotations: Are they analysed? Appropriate?
6. [image: image1.wmf]Conclusion: Is it a clear statement of opinion.
                     READ WORK ALOUD!!
